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Figure 1: 2-4 Cunningham Steet, Haymarket, viewed from the east 

 

Figure 2: Location map of 2-4 Cunningham Street, Haymarket 
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Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Muhammad Hassan 

Date:  6 December 2025 

Premises: 2-4 Cunningham Street, Haymarket 

Executive Summary 

1. The City of Sydney (the City) received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire 
and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises dated 6 November 
2025 with respect to matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 41-storey building used for residential purposes with 
commercial tenancies at ground level.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 27 November 2025, accompanied by the owners 
representative. This inspection identified fire safety provisions requiring maintenance, 
which can be addressed under the City's instruction. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

6 November 2024 FRNSW correspondence received.  

27 November 2025 The City inspected the premises identifying deficiencies in fire 
safety.  

8 December 2025 The City issued a corrective action letter requiring the owners to 
rectify identified deficiencies in two stages.  

Stage 1 works involve repairing a faulty voltage meter on the 
hydrant and sprinkler pump, with completion required by 7 January 
2026. 

Stage 2 works require the owners to repair an exhaust leak on the 
hydrant and sprinkler pump, with completion required by 6 February 
2026. 

14 January 2026 

 

The City wrote to the building owners requesting inspection of 
repaired faulty voltage meter on the hydrant and sprinkler pump as 
required under stage 1 of the corrective action letter.  
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Date Event 

14 January 2026 The City received correspondence from the building owner’s 
representative conforming the stage 1 work will be completed on 23 
January 2026 and the stage 2 work will be completed on 5 February 
2026. 

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 4 July and 
15 September 2025. 

Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 

Ref. Issue City response 

 Fire Hydrant System 

1. Pumproom 

a. The logbook entry for diesel pumpset 
dated 25/08/25 stated:  

1.’Possible exhaust leak due to room 
gets smoky when running’ 

b. The logbook entry for electric pumpset 
dated 25/08/25 stated: 

i. Unable to get accurate starting 
pressure’ 

ii. ‘Low voltage’ 

iii. ‘Unable to get cut in and cut out 
pressure for jacking pump’. 

The City’s inspection on 27 November 
2025 found that the last logbook entry 
for the diesel pump stated “the relay 
diesel has an exhaust leak between the 
manifold and muffler” and that “the 
electric pump voltage meter fails” 

A corrective action letter was issued on 
8 December 2025 requiring the building 
owners to repair these defects by 6 
February 2026. 

An inspection will be undertaken to 
confirm the work has been completed, 
addressing this issue. 

2 Access to roof top pumproom was not 
fitted with a lock compatible with 
FRNSW access key (003 key lock). 

 

 

 

The City’s inspection on 27 November 
2025 found that the door to the roof top 
pump room was fitted with a lock 
compatible with FRNSW access key 
(003 key lock), addressing this issue.  
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Ref. Issue City response 

 Construction of Exits 

3. Re-entry from fire-isolated exits – Whilst 
the doors of the fire-isolated stairways 

(effective height greater than 25m) were 
unlocked on every forth storey, the 

unlocked doors were not provided with 
appropriate signage stating that re-entry 
is available, and all other doors were not 
fitted with a fail-safe device that 

automatically unlocks the door upon the 
activation of a fire alarm. 

The City’s inspection on 27 November  
2025 found that the exit stairs re-entry 
facilities do not comply. 

The City issued a Fire Safety Order on 
27 April 2022 requiring the inspection, 
audit, and remediation of re‑entry 
facilities to address this matter. Although 
the Order is now overdue, the City 
continues to work with the owners to 
achieve compliance. 

4. Handrails – The handrails within the fire-
isolated stairways were not continuous 
between stair flights. 

The City’s inspection on 27 November  
2025 found that the handrails within the 
fire-isolated stairways were not 
continuous between stair flights. 

Given the existing handrails have only 
two breaks and the exits are provided 
with suitable emergency lighting, no 
upgrade is considered necessary to 
address this issue.  

 

6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report. 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer, it is 
recommended Council continue with its current compliance action under the current 
Council Order. In response to the additional issues identified, a corrective action letter 
was issued on 8 December 2025. Together, these actions address the matters raised 
by both the City and FRNSW. 

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 
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